<<INSERT SCHOOL, COMPANY OR PERSONAL LETTERHEAD>>

Date

X

X

X

Washington D.C., X

Dear X:

Both the House and Senate education committees have made an important decision in the ongoing process of reauthorizing the Higher Education Act of 1965.  They have decided to continue an important program that has given millions of students the financing they need to attend college.  The Perkins Student Loan Program actually began even before the Higher Education Act was passed, starting in 1958 as the National Defense Student Loan Program in response to the Sputnik launch by the Soviet Union.  This important program today provides $1.4 billion per year to over 600,000 students nationwide, with a very small federal investment.  We urge you to strongly support the Perkins Loan Program as the Higher Education Act reauthorization and budget processes move forward this year and to reject short-sighted proposals to cut or take away Perkins Loans, for whatever reason. 

At <<insert school name here>> we make <<Perkins Loan volume>> in Perkins Loans every year.  Without this money, <<# of Perkins Loan recipients at the school>> will not receive the financial assistance they need to continue their higher education.  And, since Perkins Loans serve the lowest-income students, and it will hurt those who need financial aid the most.


The central purpose of the Perkins Loan Program remains as relevant today as the National Defense Student Loan Program did in 1958 – to lend very low-cost funds to the neediest borrowers.  As one of the 1,800 institutions that participate in the Perkins Loan program, we know well that Perkins Loans often make the difference for low-income borrowers who do not otherwise receive enough funds to pay for college.  These students are often the first from their family to attend college and usually have the greatest financial need.  Families with dependent students represent some 63% of borrowers, and independent students represent another 24%.  Some 44% of these families have an income under $30,000.  

In addition, many students take advantage of the opportunities to have their Perkins Loans forgiven by working in one of a dozen public service jobs, such as teaching, nursing, the military, law enforcement, social work, corrections, and child care.  

Please let me know that you support the Perkins Loan Program and will make sure that it is continued and funded.   I look forward to hearing from you.  If you would like to discuss this issue further, please contact <<insert contact information>>.

Sincerely,







